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We have here a radical bnlajbola preceded by the
affix tarn or tarn. The Indo-Aryan element bula differs
from Austro-Asiatic balu only by the permutation of
vowels. Moreover, we know that in the Mon-Khmer
languages, the prefixes ha, ta which are used forming
the names of animals and plants are often connected
with the root through the intermediary of a nasal: tan,
tam> etc. They are doubtless the same affix which, under
the forms of torn and dom, normally precedes the names
of trees in Stieng, Bahnar and Cambodian,1
The Indo-Aryan tambula-, j3 -am> which are not known
to be Indo-European, is therefore Austro-Asiatie like the
creeper itself. This conclusion can be still more
strengthened if we go back to the origin of the Indo-
Chinese forms.
For preparing the quid of betel, the leaf is rolled up like
a cigarette paper. The following words designate in Cam-
bodian the action of rolling up and the connected notions :
mur               " to roll up "
pomiel           " to cause to roll up "
mul               " round "
lomur, romul " roll/'
We have in Stieng also mul " round/' mor " to roll up
(a cigarette)" and Father Schmidt connects these words
with: Bahnar honul "zusammenschmieden" (Grundzvge
einer Lautkhre der Mon-Khmer-sprachen, p. 61).
1 Many of the Mon-Khmer languages have preserved the ancient
prefix even in the name of tree: Nia-h6n fam-ZoA,-Lave' tom-Zon.
Phnong Tomrchi, Prou tom-Zan, etc. In consequence of the tendency
towards monosyllabism, this ancient prefix has been sometimes (as
in Khmer) dissociated from the root and has got an independent
existence, playing the role of a numeral of the names of tree an4
even going BO far as to have the force of substantivet
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